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ism.   He is buried beneath the altar in St.
Patrick's Cathedral, New York City.

Farman, Elbert Eli (1831-1911), American
lawyer and diplomat, was born in New Haven,
N. Y. He was diplomatic agent and judge at
Cairo, Egypt, and obtained from the khedive,
as a gift to the City of New York, the obelisk
known as 'Cleopatra's Needle/ now in Central
Park. He examined the 10,000 claims arising
from the bombardment of Alexandria, 1882,
and directed the distribution of the indemnity
furid of $20,000,000.

Pan-Tracery Vaulting, Henry VII's Chapel,
Westminster Abbey.

Farman, Henri C. (1879), French aviator,
was born near ChantiHy, France. His first air-
flights were in 1907, and on Jan. 13, 1908, he
won the Deutsche-Archdeacon prize of $10,-
ooo for sailing a kilometre in a closed circuit
near Paris. On Nov. 3,1909 he covered 144 m.
in 4 hours, 6 minutes, 25 seconds; and on Dec.
18,1911, made a new duration record of 288 1-4
m. in 8 hours, 12 minutes, 47 seconds.

Farmer, John (1789-1838), American gene-
alogist, was born in Chelmsford, Mass. He
was one of the founders of the New Hampshire

Historical Society, and for a number of years
its corresponding secretary. He published the
Genealogical Register of the First Settlers of New
England (1829).
Farmer, Moses Gerrish (1820-92), Ameri-
can inventor, was born at Boscawen, N. H. In
1852 he instituted in Boston the first telegraph-
ic system of fire-alarms. From this time on his
inventions followed one another rapidly. The
most important were an instrument by which
four messages could be sent over one wire at
the same time, an electrical cooking stove, a
method for depositing aluminum by means of
electricity, an electric gyroscope which would
run at uniform speed, a process for covering
steel wire with a coating of copper, and im-
portant improvements in the construction of
dynamo-electric machines for firing torpedoes.
He suggested the use .of the continuity-pre-
serving key in the duplex telegraph. In 1872 he
was appointed electrician to the U. S. Torpedo
Station at Newport.
Farmers' Alliance, an organization in the
United States growing out of the general move-
ment for the promotion of agricultural interests
following the Civil War, and reaching the
height of its political influence in 1890. Origi-
nating in Texas in 1879 as a secret society,
whose main object was to unite the farmers of
the State in opposition to monopoly and as far
as possible eliminate the middleman, the or-
ganization soon spread to the adjoining States.
Early in the eighties it began to amalgamate
with farmers' alliances of various origin in the
Middle West, and in July, 1886, a national or-
ganization was effected at Litchfield, Ark.
In the meantime a number of similar socie-
ties had developed which united with the Alli-
ance in 1887 and 1888 to form the National
Fanners' Alliance and Co-operative Union of
America. At the national convention of 1889
the plan for a confederation with the Knights
of Labor was adopted, and the name of the or-
ganization was changed to National Farmers
Alliance and Industrial Union.
In 1890 the political influence of the Alliance
made itself felt, several States electing gover-
nors supported by the organization, but, al-
though continuing as an agricultural organiza-
tion, it has ceased to be a political party. See
also GRANGE.
Farmers-General (fermiers-generaux)) an
association of farmers of the taxes (a term ap-
plied to individuals who buy for a certain sum
the privilege of collecting taxes) in France, be-
fore the revolution of 1789, which was to a
large extent caused by their iniquitous exac-
tions.